Minutes
Holy Spirit Parish

Christian Service Commission Meeting

March 16, 2009

 

Attending: Chair: Jerry Clark, John Culliton, Audrey Sabol, and Sr. Catherine Kinsella. 

 

Our meeting opened with prayer led by John Culliton. This was followed by approval of the February minutes.

 

Our guest speaker was Mary Matelich who recently returned from a 13-day trip to Japan as a representative of the Montana Council of the Boy Scouts of America.

She shared notes from a speech given by Mr. Junichiro Kosaka, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. A copy of her notes is included in the enclosed minutes. We are grateful to Mary for sharing this most important issue that faces our world today.

 

Old Business:

Reports:

(
The Recycling Project continues to be supported by parishioners. The March weekend provided 800 lbs. of newspaper and 33 lbs of aluminum cans.  New volunteers have offered to give assistance on these weekends but more are needed. 

(
Parish Relief Disbursement: February contributions totaled $1,590.00


and $535.00 was disbursed. 

(
Equal Exchange : March sales were $564.95 as parishioners continue to support this Christian Service project. 

(
The Freedom of Choice Act Postcard Campaign (FOCA) was held the weekend of March 7 & 8,2009 in the Social Hall. We mailed 300 postcards to our Congressmen and Representative that were signed by parishioners. We received sufficient contributions to cover the cost of the mailing. Other parishioners took the postcards home and mailed them individually. 

(
Audrey Sabol has offered to work on a list of opportunities for parishioners to volunteer at various agencies in the city. This list would be placed on the parish bulletin board. Families have asked that this would give them ideas to give some time helping others. 

 

New Business
(
Christian Service has invited Sr.Patricia Funderhide, OSU to speak at 

the parish on Wednesday, April 22, 2009 on the topic, Care For God’s 

Creation. This will be an Adult Education presentation and plans are to 

invite other parishes to attend . This is also Earth Day around the country.

(
The week of March 22-28,2009 has been designated by U.S. Catholic Bishops as Cover the Uninsured Week. Inserts were placed in the March 22nd bulletin and suggestions for additional information as how the community can respond were mentioned in the insert. 

(
The Women’s Day of Prayer was well received by those who attended the afternoon presentation by Katie Malby. The response to the Evaluation was very positive and a note of appreciation was sent to our presenter, Kathie Malby. A close estimate of attendance was 56 women. Parish Nurses were encouraged to continue planning this special day for women. 

(
A JustFaith section was requested for the bulletin by a member. A discussion followed and it was agreed that most activities are already included under the Christian Service column. Some activities could be included in the section of What’s Happening This Week.

(
Great Falls Rescue Mission is sponsoring their Annual Banquet on Monday, April 20, 2009. They have scheduled 2 banquets at 12:00 noon & 6:30 pm at the Great Falls Civic Center. The deadline for reservations is Wednesday, April 15,2009. An insert is included in the minutes. Would any Christian Service member be interested in attending? A table of 8 could be reserved. 

Please contact Jerry Clark if you are interested and what time you prefer.

 

Our meeting closed with praying the Our Father.

 

Next meeting will be Monday, April 20th, 2009 at 7:00 pm in the Conference Room.

 

Respectfully submitted

Sr. Catherine Kinsella, O.P.

