Minutes

Holy Spirit Parish

Christian Service Commission Meeting

January 19, 2009   7:00 pm

Attending:  Gordon Whirry, Sr. Catherine Kinsella, Cindy O’Connell, Barry O’Connell, Lisa Stenzel , John Culliton, Bill Ramsey, Carole Ann Clark, Jerry Clark

Gordon opened the meeting with a prayer and the minutes of the last meeting were approved as submitted.  

Under “old business”, the JustFaith graduates met recently to discuss current projects and coming events.  The Knights are preparing the monthly fellowship dinner after 4:30 Mass on January 24.  The group decided to modify the dinner schedule slightly from the 4th Saturday of the month to the last Saturday of the month with a few exceptions.  Karen Corda will coordinate the February dinner (28th); the menu will be chili and cornbread.  The recycling program is making good progress and a hand-out will be available soon to let parishioners know how to sort their recyclables.  The Stitch Niche now has groups totaling 11 to 13 people that meet on the 2nd and 4th Monday of the month to do sewing for charity.  The legislative action program is planning participation in Catholic Day at the Legislature on Febrauary 5 in Helena.  Several JustFaith grads will attend.  

An important goal of the JustFaith projects is to provide opportunities for many parishioners to get involved.   Volunteers are badly needed to both the recycling and fellowship dinner programs.  JustFaith grads will be seeking volunteers at the Holy Spirit Stewardship Fair the weekend of Jan. 25 and 25.  

Parish Relief Fund collections should begin to rise as some of the special collections are completed.  There is more demand from the PRF and over $6000 has been disbursed in the past 6 months.  More people are coming into the office for help now.  The parish can now give bonus bucks cards as well.  

Preparations are complete for Moe Wosepka’s presentation on current legislative issues on January 21 in the Parish Social Hall.  Gordon will introduce the session and present Equal Exchange Coffee as a gift.  

There have been no changes yet to the CSC webpage.  Photos that can be added to the webpage are continuing to be taken that show CSC events JustFaith projects.  

Fliers have been distributed to announce Greg Mortenson’s talk on building peace one school at a time on February 23 at the Great Falls High Auditorium.

Under “new business” the Women’s Day of Prayer is Sunday, February 22.  About 60 participants are expected.

The group briefly discussed Operation Outreach as found on the website www.montanaguard.com and the USCCB campaign to end the tragedy in Darfur.  It is likely too late to become involved in the campaign.  Food for the Poor has again asked to send a representative to speak at the parish in 2009.  After some discussion, the group determined there are higher priorities in the parish at the moment.  

Gordon Whirry stepped down after serving has Chair of the CSC for three years.  All members of the commissions expressed their gratitude for the great job he’s done.  Jerry Clark was selected as the new chair.  

The meeting was adjourned after a closing prayer.

Respectfully submitted,

Jerry Clark for Annette Cereck
