Holy Spirit

Christian Service Commission

May 18, 2009

Members Present:  Jerry Clark, Sr. Catherine Kinsella, Theresa Griffith, Karen Corda, Cindy O’Connell, Barry O’Connell, Carol Ann Clark, Annette Cereck and Lisa Stenzel.

Guest:  Mary Jolley

Jerry opened the meeting with a reading/prayer.

April minutes were approved with a correction in the recycling – tin cans can be recycled

A concerned citizen informed us on the City/County Health Department and their request for the city of Great Falls to increase their portion of the budget.  They are asking for $55,000 and have not had an increase since 2004.   It was pointed out that we budget $600,000 for animals and $210,000 for the city share of the Health Dept.  We were encouraged to write letters to the city commissioners, letters to the editor, and city manager.  Jerry will contact Susan Hannula to get a statement about the City County Health Dept. to insert in the bulletin.

Reports:

· Just Faith, Pete Woelkers did the talks at the Masses and 13 people expressed interest in participating in Just Faith.  They will meet June 2nd at 7PM to discuss recruitment and selection of facilitators.  Fellowship dinners will be May 30 and June 20.  They have served 900 meals at 8 dinners.  Stitch Niche has knitted 25 hats and 8 pair of slippers for students at Longfellow school and they have requested 60 more slippers.   

· Parish Relief Fund received $1448 and dispersed $1187.71 in April.  The bulk of this went to help with rent, gas and utilities.

· Equal Exchange had $574.50 in sales.  There is a $868.15 credit and we have a large order coming.

Old Business:   

· The Volunteer Opportunities board is up in the parish center.

· Karen presented a form for Christian Service opportunities in the Time and Talent sign up sheet.  Sr. Catherine was asked to present it to Fr Dick for his input.  Discussion followed about pros and cons of more descriptions of choices and including all volunteer/areas of involvement.

New Business:

· Rice Bowl, we elected to donate our share of the Rice Bowl collection to go to Meals on Wheels and St Martin De Porres

· Bread for the World, the letter writing to congressmen about hunger issues will be the weekend of June 27 &28.

Bulletin announcements, questions, etc can be taken care of by Karyn Jenkins in the office.

Meeting closed with the Our Father

Next meeting will be Sept. 21, 2009 

Respectfully submitted

Annette Cereck

