Guide to Social Action Websites

The three primary functions of the Church are (1) teaching the Word of God (2) administering the sacraments and (3) caring for the most vulnerable people in our world.  The third, or “social”, mission is derived from scripture and Catholic tradition and is known as Catholic social teaching.  Organized into seven themes by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), these social teachings are “a rich treasure of wisdom about building a just society and living lives of holiness amidst the challenges of modern society.”  Click on this web page, www.usccb.org/sdwp, then click on the “Catholic Social Teaching” for additional information.

 This guide identifies websites parishioners may use to take action directly related to the social mission of the Church.  Some of the sites focus on meeting of the immediate needs of the poor and vulnerable in our society and across the globe (charity) while others are concerned with changing laws and policies that contribute to injustice and poverty (social justice).  As Catholics, we are called to participate in both kinds of social action, charity and social justice. 

Generally, these websites have information about the mission of the organization and issues before the organization.  These issues, such as poverty reduction, are explained in detail and readers are encouraged to take action, often by contacting their senator and/or congressman.  The website home page may have a box, area, or pull-down with “TAKE ACTION”, “ACT NOW”, “GET INVOLVED” or a similar phrase.  Clicking on this area of the page will link to more information about how to take action.  Many of the sites have prepared letters on policy/legislative issues that can be modified or sent as they are by simply providing basic information and clicking on “send”. 

Information is also provided so users can call the Senate or House of Representatives (calling is often more effective than e-mails or letters).  Users can often sign up to receive “action alerts” or e-mails about current issues as they develop.  Being on the action alert list provides current information without the user having to constantly check the website.  While parishioners can take action on most of the websites without becoming a member of the organizations, users are often encouraged to join.   

The USCCB Department of Justice, Peace and World Development website http://www.usccb.org/sdwp has information “on Catholic social teaching and on the church’s positions on issues of justice and peace.”  Click on the “Take Action” box to find current information and links to related websites.

The Montana Catholic Conference serves as the public policy branch of the Catholic Church in Montana and the liaison for Montana’s Roman Catholic bishops with state and federal government.  Inspired by scripture and Catholic social teaching, the conference seeks to advocate for the weak and vulnerable and act as a catalyst for the transformation of society.   The MCC website, www.montanacc.org, is particularly active when the Montana legislature is in session. 

The Catholic Campaign for Human Development, www.usccb.org/cchd/povertyusa, was established by the USCCB to fund low-income controlled empowerment projects and to educate Catholics about the root causes of poverty within the context of the Catholic social tradition. 

Catholic Relief Services, www.catholicreliefservices.org, was founded by the U.S. Catholic bishops to assist the poor and disadvantage outside of the country.  The policies and programs of the agency reflect the teaching of the Church while giving assistance to persons on the basis of need, not creed race or nationality.  CRS seeks to address the root causes of world poverty which are often connected international and U.S. policies that perpetuate inequity and injustice.  

Catholic Charities USA, www.catholiccharitiesusa.org, is a membership association of one of the nation’s largest social service networks’ its agencies and institutions nationwide provide vital social services to people in need, regardless of their religious, social, or economic background.  The social policy division advocates for federal policies that reduce poverty and meet the needs of children at risk, families coping with crisis, seniors struggling to live in dignity, and immigrants striving to make for themselves a better life in a new home.  

Network, A National Catholic Social Justice Lobby, www.networklobby.org, is a progressive voice in the Catholic community that uses lobbying and legislative advocacy to close the gap between rich and poor and to dismantle policies rooted in racism, greed and violence. 

Pax Christi USA, www.paxchristiusa.org, is a member of an international Catholic peace movement.  It strives to create a world that reflects the Peace of Christ by exploring, articulating, and witnessing to the call of Christian non-violence.  This work begins in personal life and extends to communities of reflection and action to transform structures of society.  Pax Christi USA rejects war, preparations for war, and every form of violence and domination.  It advocates primacy of conscience, economic and social justice, and respect for creation.   

