JustFaith in Action
(October 2009)
Throughout the 2007-2008 JustFaith program, participants experienced a strong call to action, and spent time in prayer, discernment, and discussion about what they were being called to do. The survey done by the Parish was also considered. With the approval of the Christian Service Commission and the Pastoral Council, the 2008 JustFaith graduates brought several ministries/projects to the Parish.  Everyone is welcome and encouraged to help and participate. 

They are:

Evening meals once a month after the 4:30 p.m. Saturday Mass, usually on the last Saturday of the month.  
 This meal is not a potluck, but is provided by volunteers. It is open to all, not just those who attend the Saturday evening Mass. It is paid for by free will offerings of those in attendance.

The first meal was in July, 2008.  13 meals have been provided as of September, 2009, including burgers and hot dogs, spaghetti, chili, Swiss steak, corned beef and cabbage, roast beef, meat loaf, and lasagna.  A total of 1494 people have attended, with an average of 115 each time.

                        

There are many different volunteer opportunities, with detailed job descriptions are available for each job.  Call Karen Corda at 452-0907 if you would like to volunteer to cook or help.

Groups who get together for charitable knitting, crocheting, or any other kind of charitable sewing or needlework. 
Two groups were established in the Fall of 2008, meeting on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of every month during the school year.  One group meets at 10:00 a.m. and the other at 7:00  p.m.  The morning group is meeting at Ann Oberg’s.  Call her at 453-7065 for directions to her home.  The evening group is meeting at Ann and Randy Glick’s at 3110 1st Ave. South.

To date, 20 hats and 8 pairs of slippers have been given to Longfellow School.  There are blankets, slippers, hats and embroidered pillowcases ready to be given to the Receiving Home.

All are welcome to join. If you would like further information, call Karen Corda at 452- 0907.

 Make it easier for parishioners to recycle.
This project started in the latter part of 2008.  Green bags were distributed to parishioners to use when shopping. Trucks and volunteers are available before and after Mass usually on the first weekend of every month to collect parishioners’ recycled newspaper, magazines, shredded paper, cardboard, aluminum, and tin.  

As of October, 2009, 17,590 pounds of newspaper and 353 pounds of aluminum have been recycled at Pacific Recycling.  The white bin is emptied about every two weeks.  Montana Waste modified, painted and donated a shiny green metal bin for cardboard collection, which is located next to the white newspaper bin in the Sts Peter and Paul parking lot.  

If you are interested in helping, even just 30 minutes, or can provide a pick-up truck, call Cindy O’Connell (761-6438) or Therese Griffith (453-8544).

Legislative Action 

This group worked on legislative issues for the last legislative session as well as national issues. They sponsored a trip to Helena in February 2009 for Catholic Day at the State Legislature.  While the group is more active when the Montana legislature is in session, it sometimes works on national campaigns to write the congressional delegation about social justice issues. 

Call Jerry Clark (761-7443) or Sr. Rita Kohut (761-6443) if you are interested.     

